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For Immediate Release: <Date>


Contact: <Your name>, <phone number>
 
Funeral Director <Full Name> Meets with Congressional Representatives 
to Urge Support of Legislation Impacting Funeral Consumers
 
<Your City, Your State>  ̶  <Full name>, of <funeral home name> in <city>, <state>, recently spent time in Washington, D.C., attending the 2012 National Funeral Directors Association (NFDA) Advocacy Summit. The Summit, which was held March 7-9, brought together members from a number of funeral service associations: NFDA, the Cremation Association of North America, National Funeral Directors & Morticians Association, KAVOD – Independent Jewish Funeral Chapels, the International Order of the Golden Rule, and Selected Independent Funeral Homes. <Last name> is a member of <name of association(s)>. 
 
By participating in this collaborative event and meeting face-to-face with congressional representatives to discuss issues of critical importance to funeral service, <last name> is taking a proactive approach in advancing legislation that helps protect funeral consumers and benefits the community <he/she> serves. 
 
“While the November 2012 elections are sure to bring change to Washington, D.C., there are still many months during which Congress can act to pass legislation that benefits the families we serve,” said <last name>. “Our funeral home staff has an unwavering commitment to those we serve and our profession. I was proud to be able to meet with <names of Senators and Representatives with whom you met> to help them understand some of the key issues impacting funeral consumers.”
 
<Last name> discussed several issues <his/her> congressional representatives:  
· Many funeral homes across the country are in possession of the cremated remains of veterans that have not been claimed by relatives. The associations strongly believe that Congress should pass legislation that would direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to assist with the identification of unclaimed and abandoned cremated remains to determine if they are individuals who are eligible for burial or interment in a national veterans’ cemetery and military funeral or burial honors.

· Currently, when determining senior citizens’ eligibility for Supplemental Security Income (SSI) Program, funds set aside in an irrevocable trust to pay for funeral and burial expenses are not treated as a financial asset. This provision could, at any time, be rescinded. The associations want Congress to make this provision made permanent so that it cannot be revoked, thus ensuring that individuals who wish to plan for a dignified funeral are not penalized when applying for SSI.
 
<Add additional information about the Advocacy Summit that may be relevant or of interest to your community.>
 
<Add information about your funeral home here>
 
About the National Funeral Directors Association
NFDA is the world’s leading and largest funeral service association, serving 18,500 individual members who represent nearly 10,000 funeral homes in the United States and 43 countries around the world. NFDA is the trusted leader, beacon for ethics and the strongest advocate for the profession. NFDA is the association of choice because it offers funeral professionals comprehensive educational resources, tools to manage successful businesses, guidance to become pillars in their communities and the expertise to foster future generations of funeral professionals. NFDA is headquartered in Brookfield, Wis., and has an office in Washington, D.C. For more information, visit www.nfda.org. 
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